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distracted by rival claimants for the throne, one vast
scene of battle, intrigue, almost of anarchy; the tyran-
nical and dissolute Philip Augustus King of France,
before long the tyrannical and feeble John of England.
The Byzantine empire is tottering to its fall; the king-
dom of Jerusalem confined almost to the city of Acre.
Every realm seemed to demand, or at least to invite,
the interposition, the mediation, of the head of Christen-
dom ; in every land one party at least, or one portion of
society, would welcome his interference in the last resort
for refuge or for protection. Nor did Innocent shrink
from that which might have crushed a less energetic
spirit to despair; from the Jordan to the Atlantic, from
the Mediterranean to beyond the Baltic his influence is
felt and confessed; his vast correspondence shows at
once the inexhaustible activity of his mincl; he is
involved simultaneously or successively in the vital
interests oi every kingdom in the western world. The
history of Innocent's Papacy will be more full and
intelligible by tracing his acts in succession rather than
in strict chronological order, in every part of Christendom.
L In Home, and II. In Italy. III. In the Empire.
IV, In France. V. In England, VI. In Spain.
VII, In the Northern kingdoms. VIII. In Bulgaria
and Hungary. IX. In the Byzantine Empire and the
East, in Constantinople, Armenia, and the Holy Land.
Finally, X. In the wars of Languedoc with tho Albi-
gensian and other schismatics; and XL XII. In the
establishment of the two new monastic orders, that of
St Dominic and that of St. Francis.

The affairs of Rome and of Italy arc so intimately
blended that it may not be convenient to keep them
entirely disconnected.

I The city of Rome was the first to acknowledge the